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Veterans, students and leaders connect at UCLA
celebration of service

The annual event
underscored the
university’s
partnership with the
VA and its
commitment to
helping service
members.

Veterans, military-connected students, active duty personnel and campus leaders gathered Nov.
6 at UCLA’s James West Alumni Center to celebrate service and community at the university’s
annual Veterans Day reception.

The mid-morning event featured remarks from Chancellor Julio Frenk and Tony
DeFrancesco, executive director and chief liaison of UCLA Veterans Initiatives and Partnerships,
and the presentation of the Veteran of the Year Award.

“Today’s event is all about connection,” Chancellor Frenk said in his address. “It brings us
together to listen, learn and celebrate how veterans contribute to every part of our university’s
life.”

Frenk thanked veterans for their service and underscored how their leadership and lived
experiences enrich UCLA classrooms and workspaces. “Veterans help us see broader global
perspectives and perhaps even inspire others to live with clarity, empathy and purpose,” he said.
“They’re not only a part of our campus. They’re essential to it.”

Frenk also highlighted UCLA’s long-standing partnership with the U.S. Department of
Veterans Affairs, from the post-World War II era to today’s programs such as the Veteran
Family Wellness Center, the UCLA School of Law’s Veterans Legal Clinic  and UCLA
Health’s Operation Mend, which supports veterans as they heal and rebuild their lives.

https://veterans.ucla.edu/
https://vip.ucla.edu/?utm_source=bruinpost&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=chancellor&utm_content=vets-init-partn
https://dpbh.ucla.edu/veteran-family-wellbeing-center/?utm_source=bruinpost&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=chancellor&utm_content=vets-family-wellbeing
https://law.ucla.edu/academics/experiential-program/law-clinic-courses/veterans-legal-clinic?utm_source=bruinpost&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=chancellor&utm_content=vets-legal
https://www.uclahealth.org/programs/operationmend?utm_source=bruinpost&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=chancellor&utm_content=operation-mend
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&nav=21115675-15f3-4648-915b-99036efb2cf9


Following the chancellor’s remarks, Daniel Martin, a U.S. Army veteran and participant in UCLA
Extension’s Veteran Success Academy, was recognized as the 2025 Veteran of the Year.
Martin, who works as a carpenter for the West Los Angeles VA, was honored for his continued
mentorship of other veterans in the academy and his dedication to helping peers navigate
education and career transitions.

Read the rest of the story here!

After being recognized by the Chancellor, Martin
received his award at the annual Veterans Appreciation

Game at the Rose Bowl!

Check out what's happening!

https://newsroom.ucla.edu/stories/ucla-extension-success-academy-veterans-careers
https://newsroom.uclaextension.edu/magazine/serving-those-whove-served?utm_source=bruinpost&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=chancellor&utm_content=vet-success-acad
https://newsroom.ucla.edu/stories/Bruin-veterans-connect-at-ucla-celebration-of-service
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