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VetJet Veterans were featured at UCLAx

Veterans pave new
professional
pathways through
UCLA VetJET
by Johnathan Van Dyke

Program celebrates a year
providing no-cost certificates
through UCLA Extension

For as long as she can remember, Army veteran Ineka Smith has always enjoyed working with
computers, but she has never found the right moment to pivot her career toward that passion –
until now. Through UCLA VetJET (Veterans Job, Education & Training), the California native was
able to earn her Cybersecurity certificate from UCLA Extension and propel herself toward
achieving her professional goals.

Smith initially received a degree in business and a minor in computer information systems after
completing her military service.

“I’ve known for a long time that I love working with computers,” she said. “I’ve been fascinated
with the wonderful things technology can do. I was growing up when the internet really became
something.”

In need of a job right out of college, Smith instead started working in the medical field as a lab
technician and found herself unable to find a path toward changing her job to the field she
preferred.

“I kind of regret that because I never got professional experience in the IT field except for when I
was in the military, where I was in telecommunications,” she said, adding that she put together
mainframe and telephone systems.

For many veterans, there can be roadblocks to an education that would allow them to compete in
an ever-evolving professional world in need of people with updated skillsets and expertise. UCLA
VetJET, a program offered by UCLA Veterans Initiatives & Partnerships (VIP) through UCLA
Extension, aims to help veterans gain the education they need to make big changes to their
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professional lives.

Read more about Ineka and more at the full story here!

Out VFWC Team continues to grow

VFWC brings on additional
specialized therapist

The UCLA Veteran and Family Wellbeing
Center has hired Joanna Lord, Licensed
Marriage and Family Therapist, as their
newest Resilience Trainer.

Joanna holds a Master of Science degree in
Counseling with specialization in Marriage
and Family Therapy from California State
University, Northridge (2022).

Joanna has experience working in a variety
of settings such as residential, partial
hospitalization/outpatient, and private
practice and has experience supporting a
variety of populations utilizing evidence-
based practices such as Cognitive
Behavioral Therapy and Dialectical
Behavioral Therapy.

A San Fernando Valley native, Joana had been interested in therapy from a young age, but her
own healing journey drove her to help others. During her college years, during her commute,
Joanna was an avid radio listener and had a guilty pleasure listening to Love Line, a radio show
focused on relationships and love. She knew many of the stories were extreme and entertaining
but she felt empathy for many callers. Those early morning drives, her own experiences, and
many other examples of the power of empathy led her to pursue her masters.

​Additionally, she has worked for Southern California treatment centers such as Phoenix House of
Los Angeles, Tarzana Treatment Centers, and Harmony Place providing special support to
populations affected by substance use and post-traumatic stress.

Joanna utilizes a trauma-focused lens in her work and is trained in evidenced based modalities
designed to emphasize distress tolerance and resiliency skills and is particularly passionate
about supporting veterans in this capacity. Joanna also has experience serving as a sexual
assault advocate with Strength United in the San Fernando Valley.

We also hosted our 11th amazing Success Academy
Graduation!

https://newsroom.uclaextension.edu/categories/press-releases/veterans-pave-new-professional-pathways-through-ucla-vetjet


We saw 16 graduates move into alumni status after the 8-week course. Congratulations to all of
our graduates!

Finally, we had another great Expo with the VFWC and
community partners!

Check out What's Happening!
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